ABLER
is his task to aid his superior officer in giving
and executing orders, making reports and
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ADJUTANT
carrying out similar military duties. Such
an officer usually holds the rank of colonel.
In the United States army there is an Adju-
tant-General's Department, presided over by
an officer of the War Department. He has
the title of adjutant-general and usually the
rank of brigadier-general, and is entrusted
with the management of the recruiting
service.
AD'LER, felix (1851-1933), an Ameri-
can lecturer and educator, born at Alzey, Ger-
many. He emigrated to America at the age
of sis and was educated at Columbia College.
On completion of his education in Germany
he was appointed professor of Hebrew and
Oriental literature at Cornell University, but
is more generally known as the founder in
New York of the Society for Ethical Culture,
• of which he became the lecturer. Under Dr.
Adler's management the influence of this
society became such as to secure the establish-
ment of similar societies in other parts of the
United States and in foreign countries. In
1902 Dr. Adler was appointed professor of
social and political ethics in Columbia Uni-
versity. He wrote, among other works, Creed
and Deed and The Moral Instruction of Chil-
dren.
ADME'TTTS, in Greek mythology, king of
Pherae, in Thessaly, and husband of Alcestis,
who gave signal proof of her attachment by
 ADMIRAL
consenting to die in order to prolong her hus-
band's life. See alcestis.
ADMINISTRATOR, a person duly ap-
pointed by a probate court to administer the
affairs of an estate, in case no executor had
previously been named. Under the direction
of the court he carries out the provisions of
the will of a deceased person, and is responsi-
ble to the court for all his acts. See minor;
will.
ADMIRAL, an officer who holds the high-
est rank in a navy, except when particular
distinction is to be conferred, in which case,
in the United States navy, the superior rank
is admiral of the navy. This more exalted
rank corresponds to the British "admiral of
the fleet." Only one man, George Dewey,
has been given this highest title in America,
for it was not authorized until 1899.
There have always been three grades in
the rank of admiral, as follows:
Admiral. This officer ranks with the gen-
eral in the army. He ranks above all other
naval officers except those bearing- the same
commission, and in such cases seniority gov-
erns.
Vfce-Admiral, a title bestowed only on oc-
casion when unusual naval activity demands
an officer on certain duty with higher rank
than rear-admiral. In the World War Rear-
Admiral Sims, in charge of the American
naval flotilla in European waters, was raised
to this rank, to put him on an equality with
officers of the British and French contingents
with which he was operating1. The grade of
vice-admiral corresponds to that of lieuten-
ant-general in the army,
Rear-Admiral, the lowest grade of admiral,
in charge of a fleet of war vessels in absence
of a ranking" officer. This appointment cor-
responds to that of major-general in the
army.
Bate of Pay. The admiral of the navy re-
ceives $13,500 per year; admiral, $10,000;
vice-admiral, $9,000; rear-admiral, senior
grade (including the half of the personnel
oldest by seniority), $8,000; rear-admiral,
junior grade, $6,000. When on active duty
at sea there is an increase of ten per cent In
the salary named* In 1918, because of
largely increased navy personnel, the number
of admirals of the three grades was as fol-
lows:
Admirals, four; Vice-Admirals, three; Rear-
Admirals, sixty-seven. With the x-eturn of
peace, the naval establishment was reduced,
and in 1926 there were only two Admirals ana
twenty-one Rear-Admirals In tlie United
States Navy.
Upon retirement at the age of sixty-two,
each officer thereafter receives three-fourths

